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Americans Believe They Can
Detect Fake News. Studies Show
They Can't.
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A DAILY NEWS AND CULTURE PODCAST WITH MIKE PESCA. | AUG. 29 2018 8:46 PM

Fake News Is Nothing New

It may feel like disinformation is at an all-time 0 o
high, but hoaxes, lies, and yellow journalism
are age-old.

By Mike Pesca
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A lithograph from the Great Moon Hoax of 1835 that appeared in the New York Sun.

Wikimedia Commons
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‘ Anti-Trump protestors in Austin today are
not as organic as they seem. Here are the
busses they came in. #fakeprotests
Htrump2016 #austin




“|] texted a couple of friends and
thought, ‘What the heck, I’ll put
this on Twitter. | had no idea it
would blow up to be this huge
thing ... P’m also a very busy
businessman and | don’t have time
to fact-check everything that | put
out there...lgotit wrong.”

. erictucker (" Fob
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@erictucker g o
| strongly value the truth. There's a pretty

good case those busses were for a
conference by @tableau. @fox7austin
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Protests across US and Austin accused of being fake by some on social media

Thursday night was day two of protesters taking to the streets in Downtown Austin
to protest President-Elect Donald Trump. Something causing quite the controversy...

fox7austin.com

6:59 AM - 11 Nov 2016

30 Retweets Iaz Likes ‘ % g‘ a ‘ . Q) a e

O 35 M 30 Q a2 &




What if Taylor Swift’s “Dear
John” was a
Shakespearean sonnet?

Help me draft a bedtime
story for my kid who’s
terrified of dinosaurs




JS.  WORLD POLITICS VIDEO SPOTLIGHT ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS BUSINESS SCIENCE FACT CHECK

BUSINESS

Chatbots sometimes make things up.
Is AD’s hallucination problem fixable?
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how many rocks should i eat % , & Q N
All Images
For weight loss Per day Reddit
Al Overview Learn more :
According to UC Berkeley geologists, eating at least one small rock per day
is recommended because rocks contain minerals and vitamins that are
important for digestive health. However, some say that eating pebbles
regularly is not a good idea because they can get stuck in the large intestine
and make it harder for it to function. ' a




“If I were to run, I’d run as a Republican.
They’re the dumbest group of voters in the
country. They believe anything on Fox
News. I could lie and they’d still eat it up.
[ bet my numbers would be terrific.”

Donald Trump

People Magazine, 1998 Y

“Don’t believe
everything you
read on the

Internet just

because there’s
a picture with a
quote next to it.”

—Abraham Lincoln




POLITICO

“To be sure, Gen Z does not need
lessons on how to use the
internet. ... They aren’t falling
for the same fake news stories
that may have duped their
parents in 2016.”



3,446 high school
students from
across the country

Does this post provide strong evidence of voter fraud during the
2016 Democratic primary election? Explain your reasoning.
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Randomizer

Become a Memi

Fact Check
US & Canada

No, L« How to spot a fake US

Wide: election claim ing’
in’16
A report tl 2 November 2016 ‘on

supporter ates is

Take nows The US election campaign has involved a lot of

By David M fact checking, resulting in an open season for

Published the fakers and fraudsters trying to get you to
click. We're nearly there, but don't relax just
yet.

3 students identified
its Russian source
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1. This is / is not (circle one) an
advertisement because

EDUCATION crove

Here is the home page of slate.com. Some of the things that appear
on slate.com are news stories and others are advertisements.

SAVE $20
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youvegue o ()

a story.

TIME ONLY

Should California Stop 2Q=
Growing Almonds? ate Q=

The nut has been vilified for

drinking up the state's

Vabur St (¢ dosans MOST RECENT SEEALL >

deserve such a bad rap.

By Eric Holthaus
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2. This is / is not (circle one) an
advertisement because

24M AGO - JORDAN WEISSMAN - 1M TO READ

Forget Steak and Seafood: Here's How Welfare
Recipients Actually Spend Their Money

30M AGO - BEN MATHIS-LILLEY

Buckingham Palace Guard Falls Over (Video)

When IS 45M AGO - L. BRADLEY & AM. LINDEMANN - 2M
Ch I;s TO READ
\ / nery When is Cheryl' Birthday? Solving a Logic
2 Birthday? Problem That Quickly Spread Around the World.

3. This is / is not (circle one) an
advertisement because

A simple chart that

SPONSORED CONTENT explains the logic
problem that spread
The Real Reasons around the world.
”,
Women Don't Go

Into Tech

righthere,© ‘jlow ‘

slow-watches com

Two-thirds could not
distinguish between
ads and news stories
online



How can we
help students
do better?
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Fact Checker
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& https://www.minimumwage.com/2014/10/denmarks-dollar-forty-one-menu/

ALL STATES

ﬂ Minimum Wage
FACTS & ANALYSIS

Denmark’s Dollar Forty-One Menu
Thursday, October 30, 2014, 9:00 am

Proponents of raising the minimum wage often point to Scandinavian countries like
Denmark as models for American labor policy. But the devil is in the details. Take
this week’s New York Times profile of the comparatively high Danish minimum wage,
for example. The authors ask, if the Danes can do it, why can't the United States?

In the midst of a mostly-fawning piece on Danish labor policy, the authors
unwittingly answer their own question: It would lead to higher prices and fewer job

opportunities.

The piece points out that the associated higher labor costs mean that a Big Mac in
Denmark costs 17 percent more than in the United States — $5.60 versus $4.80.
Other analyses put the price discrepancy at around double this. For example, the
equivalent of the “Dollar Menu” in Denmark is $1.41, and an extra value meal is
nearly 40 percent more.

As a consequence of higher labor costs, Danish fast food restaurants are also far less
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Denmark’s Dollar Forty-One Menu

MINIMUM WAGE 101

RESEARCH BLOG ABOUT ADS
00:
July kicks off with 22 wage
hikes across the country

Care Centers Harmed from
Minimum Wage Hikes

More Evidence from
California: Minimum Wage
Hikes Cause More Harm than
Good

In Your State
Mreearn Waga and
Taony Usetredonr

Research

Myths About
the Minimum

Wage

o
Ploase take owr

B O3 net thow again

Videos
and
Graphics



Student’s Conclusion

MINIMUMWAGE.com

wova 1N YOUR STATR woo RLSEARCH MYTRS MIDA ADDT

Denmark’s Dollar Forty-One Menu

Myths About
the Minimun
Wage

Fact Checker
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I O \_ VIDEO NEWS POLITICS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE  INNOVATION

Corporate America’s new
scam: Industry P.R. firm poses
as think tank!

rfact checker historian j student
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In order to understand a source,
leave it.

. .
Smart people vs. Fact checkers
1. Read vertically 1. Read laterally
2. Close reading 2. Critical ignoring
3. Click randomly 3. Click restraint




Attention Conservation

Civic Online Reasoning

The ability to
effectively search
for and evaluate
social and political
information
online




Questions?

&

Range of Relevant Sources

e bbcnews @ - Fo

e Bbenews @ Touchdown!

China's lunar probe has returned to
Eacth with the first ever samples
from the Mosn's unexplored far side.

The Chang'e-8 landed in the inner
Mongota Geset, after 3 nearly two-
month long mission.

Ching's President Xi Jnping sakd be
hopes the team can cary on
exploring deep space and “reaching
rew haights in unvaveling the
mystecies of the universe... 10
benefit humanity and advance the
nation”

Tap the link in @BBCNews's blo to

find out what sclentists hope to find
on the far side of the moon.

Qv

29,975 Hes.

China space probe
returns from unexplored
far side of the Moon

chinadailynews ® + Follow

FAR SIDE chinadailynews & Unveiling the far
TOPOGRAPHY side: A moon odyssey
) Far side gets second ‘Earthly’ visitor
as #China's F5pace program makes
stellar leap with historic mission
#ChinaPath

dChang'e

uzilandhys « W L L thelincolnproject @
10w Reply ThetincolnProject - 2
TRUMP MUGSHOT JUST DROPPED #TrumpMugshot #yp #iincolnproject

bagryen A 444442200
oy #tgeorgiaindictment #fultoncounty

10w 1like Reply
. ghostxanime Please invoke animal
rights in china!! The cat torture has

gone out of habd,its damaging Chinas
reputation as wed

Qv R

158 likes




Lateral reading

[ Denmark’s Dollar Forty-One . X | &1 About Us - Employment Polic @ employment policies institute  x  +

google.com * 0O % Incognito

Go gle employment policies institute X | & Q LT m

Q Al @ News [&)Images [ Videos @ Maps : More Tools

About 3,040,000,000 results (0.49 seconds)

https://epionline.org Employment Policies
ppcymen

Employment Policies Institute: Home Policies Institute

Public Policy Research on Employment Growth and Entry-Level Jobs.
About Us - Minimum Wage - Research - Op-Eds

Non-profit

& epionline.org
https://en.wikipedia.org » wiki » Employment_Policies_...

- " . . The Employment Policies Institute is a fiscally
Employment Policies Institute - Wikipedia

conservative, non-profit American think tank that

The Employment Policies Institute is a fiscally conservative, non-profit American think tank that conducts and publishes research on employment
conducts and publishes research on employment issues, ... issues, particularly aimed towards reducing the
Issues - Minimum wage minimum wage. Wikipedia

Founded: 1991

People also ask : Revenue: 2.348 million USD
Type of business: Think tank
Who created the Employment Policies Institute? v

Is Minimumwage com reliable? Vi People also search for

What are employment policies? v,
ﬂ Ee mic
CONOMIC @, sesrmvmua

Who is Minimumwage com? v 0.0 ( ' }:‘l’ 9 e

Considerations for Lateral Reading

Authority

Low authority High authority
—

Perspective

Support a position Oppose a position




Practice Lateral Reading

e Instagram post: tinyurl.com/insta-cor
e TikTok video: tinyurl.com/tiktok-cor
e Read laterally about each

e What sources do you use? Why?

e Share with your neighbor or in the chat

aaihs23 - Follow

aaihs23 Following Reconstruction,
the State of Alabama "covertly
maintained old laws and
incorporated new acts and
amendments to disenfranchise and
racially oppress African Americans,"
writes Daphne Calhoun today at
Black Perspectives. Read the full
essay (Link in Bio).

3w

naya_rah11 /"
9w 2likes Reply

antumninhneewy

13 likes
March 29

Log in to like or comment.




rockthevoteofficial
Rock The Vote - 2023-2-3

e Read laterally
about another
source

e Evidence of
student thinking

tinyurl.com/cor-conversation



Does COR
instruction
help people do
better?
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Growing Body of Research

14 Studies ~10,000 6 Countries
Participants

cor.inquirygroup.org

Civic Online
Reasoning

Civic Online Reasoning

Students are confused about how to evaluate online
information. We all are. The COR curriculum provides free
lessons and assessments that help you teach students to
evaluate online information that affects them, their
communities, and the world.

View curriculum collections

BEE WS TIME

(@ Watch the introductory video)




Curriculum

Three questions are at the heart of the COR curriculum:

1. Who's behind the information? »

Lesson Start Here Lesson
Intro to Who's Intro to What's the
Behind the Evidence? Saturday
Information? School
Saturday School
§ ® R " (O]
= S O e e
=t ® N O O O
T I
Assessment Start Mere Lesson Start Here
Comparing Articles Intro to Lateral
Reading

2. What's the evidence?

. 3. What do other sources say? .
Lesson Lesson Start Here
Intro to What Do Intro to Who's
Other Sources Say? Behind the
Saturday School Information?

Lesson Assessment
Lateral Reading Article Analysis
Resources & Practice

Curriculum

Three questions are at the heart of the COR curriculum:

1. Who's behind the information? »

Curated collections

Get started with units of lessons & assessments.

View all collections

Intro Lessons

2. What's the evidence?

A Little of Everything

. 3. What do other sources say? .

Collection
Teaching Lateral Reading
e




In this task, students are asked whether a doctored video posted on Facebook
provides strong evidence for a political claim. Rather than take the video at face

value, students should interrogate where it came from and who posted it.

facebook s

1 on Flicks

October 11, 2016 @
Have you ever noticed that the ONLY people caught committing voter fraud are Democrats?
986K Views

42K Likes 3.2K Comments 84K Shares

A Share

[ rssomnen ]
Evaluating Videos

In this task, students are asked whether a doctored video posted on Facebook
provides strong evidence for a political claim. Rather than take the video at face

value, students should interrogate where it came from and who posted it.

facebook s

1 on Flicks
setober 11, 2016 - @

Have you ever noticed that the ONLY people caught committing voter fraud are Democrats?

A Share

P: t: Child Soldi

View the assessment 7 View rubric o

Access Materials

Click below to access the material.

View rubric

cor Get the COR
s classroom poster

Blueposter White poster

Access Materials

Click below to access the material.

View rubric

Get the COR
classroom poster

Blue poster White poster
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Videos

Filter by category o Crash Course Skl Explainer Al

'ONLINE

INFORMATION *
Crash Course  DEC 18,2018 Crash Course  JAN 08, 2019 Crash Course  JAN 15,2019
Navigating Digital Crash Course Video #1: Crash Course Video #2: The
Information Preview Introduction to Navigating Facts About Fact Checking

Digital Information

Watch the video Watch the video Watch the video

R
/
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READING ¥ 'WHO TO TRUST |
.
CrashCourse  Skill Explainer  JAN 22,2019 Crash Course  JAN 29,2019 CrashCourse  Skill Explainer  FEB 05,2019
Crash Course Video #3: Crash Course Video #4: Who Crash Course Video #5:
Check Yourself with Lateral Can You Trust? Using Wikipedia

Reading



Digital Literacy Landscape

WA
Y
MN / MA
— RI
NE P cT
= @ SNue N
uT - IL OH A
CA co we @ DE
TN
NM
E:1v
X
&
FL
HI
‘ Requires K-12 media literacy standards
ﬁ Requires K-12 media literacy instruction V. Requires standards in some grades/subjects
Requires limited media literacy instruction (No icon): Other legislative solution

Digital Literacy Landscape: California

PSTAT

7 &
(@) MARC BERMAN

K= Assemblymember, District 23

California to Teach Media Literacy
in Every Grade

“A 2019 Stanford University study gauged students’
ability to evaluate digital sources on the open internet. .
.. more than half believed a grainy video that claimed
to show ballot stuffing (which was actually shot in
Russia) constituted ‘strong evidence” of voter fraud in

the United States/”



Need for More
(tinyurl.com/edutopia-22924)

eduTopia

Quality Media Literacy Requires More Than

Toothless Laws, Educators Say

New laws from California to New Jersey are shining a spotlight on
media literacy, but educators say teaching the skills in classrooms
requires a targeted, intentional approach.

By Andrew Boryga
February 29, 2024

From public education to education of the public

CAN YOU SPOT
MISINFORMATION?

RETROREPORT




Questions?

Thank you!

Joel Breakstone
breakstone@inquirygroup.org

inquirygroup.org
cor.inquirygroup.org

@inquirygroup | @CivicOnline




