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“I texted a couple of friends and 
thought, ʻWhat the heck, Iʼll put 
this on Twitter.̓  I had no idea it 
would blow up to be this huge 
thing . . . Iʼm also a very busy 
businessman and I donʼt have time 
to fact-check everything that I put 
out there . . . I got it wrong.” 



Help me draft a bedtime 
story for my kid whoʼs 
terrified of dinosaurs

What if Taylor Swiftʼs “Dear 
John” was a 
Shakespearean sonnet?







“To be sure, Gen Z does not need 
lessons on how to use the 
internet. . . . They aren’t falling 
for the same fake news stories 
that may have duped their 
parents in 2016.”



3,446 high school 
students from 
across the country

Does this post provide strong evidence of voter fraud during the 
2016 Democratic primary election? Explain your reasoning.



3 students identified 
its Russian source



Two-thirds could not 
distinguish between 
ads and news stories 
online



How can we 
help students 
do better? 



Stanford Student



Studentʼs Conclusion

Fact Checker





In order to understand a source, 
leave it.

1. Read vertically
2. Close reading
3. Click randomly

1. Read laterally
2. Critical ignoring
3. Click restraint

Smart people   vs. Fact checkers



Attention Conservation

Civic Online Reasoning

The ability to 
effectively search 
for and evaluate 
social and political 
information 
online



Questions?

Range of Relevant Sources



Lateral reading

Considerations for Lateral Reading

High authority Low authority 

Support a position Oppose a position

Perspective

Authority



Practice Lateral Reading

● Instagram post: tinyurl.com/insta-cor

● TikTok video: tinyurl.com/tiktok-cor

● Read laterally about each

● What sources do you use? Why? 

● Share with your neighbor or in the chat



Exit Ticket: Lateral Reading

● Read laterally 
about another 
source

● Evidence of 
student thinking

tinyurl.com/cor-conversation



Does COR  
instruction 
help people do 
better? 



Growing Body of Research

14 Studies ~10,000 
Participants

6 Countries

New Website: December 4th

cor.inquirygroup.org



Curriculum 

Curriculum 



Assessments



Posters

Videos



Digital Literacy Landscape

Digital Literacy Landscape: California

“A 2019 Stanford University study gauged students’ 

ability to evaluate digital sources on the open internet. . 

. . more than half believed a grainy video that claimed 

to show ballot stuffing (which was actually shot in 

Russia) constituted ‘strong evidence’ of voter fraud in 

the United States.” 



Need for More
(tinyurl.com/edutopia-22924) 

From public education to education of the public



Questions?

Thank you!
Joel Breakstone 

breakstone@inquirygroup.org

inquirygroup.org
cor.inquirygroup.org

@inquirygroup | @CivicOnline


